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    IMPORTANT MUSICAL  NOTES!    
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GUITAR: At the beginning of the term, we were delighted to welcome George 
Young as Music School’s Classical Guitar tutor. His lessons now take place in 
the hostel after school on Mondays. Interested youngsters should get in touch 
with us as soon as possible if they are interested in lessons; already, George’s 
timetable is filling up! 
 

CLASACH:  Fraya Thomsen now has 6 lucky pupils enjoying her lessons. 
Fraya has recently released an album called Tree of Strings . She and singer Gillian Fleet-
wood form the The Duplets.  On the album, they are joined by Gabe McVarish (fiddle), Don-

ald Hay (drums / percussion), Tam Kinsella (banjo) and Duncan Lyall (double 
bass). The album has both traditional and own compositions with exciting ar-
rangements to catch your imagination. Fraya and Gillian have been carving 
names for themselves as two of Scotland's finest exponents of the Scottish harp. 
You can access their music on www.playscottishmusic.com. Congratulations to 
both of them upon their recent success in the Business Women of the Year 

On Saturday, September 19th, LMS 
hosted its 2nd SING OUT  session 
with Christopher Josey once again 
leading the workshop. LMS believes 
that singing should be at the heart of 
every child’s life, that singing has the 
power to change lives and help to 

build stronger communities.  We are keen to help to 
raise the status of singing and increase opportuni-
ties for school children throughout Lochaber to 
enjoy singing as part of their everyday lives. We 
always warmly welcome newcomers to our Monday 
choir sessions. 
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LMS GARDEN DAY  Our Garden Open Day was a wonderful success. Many thanks to Lorna 
Ungoed-Thomas, our committee Chair, who hosted the event on June 28th. A record attendance en-
joyed an afternoon of music-making in a spectacular garden setting. The cream teas were, as usual, 
delicious. Thanks to all those who helped in any way, whether by performing, baking, waiting on, 
ferrying or buying plants. An amazing £630 was raised towards our Music School Funds. Any support-
ers who would like to offer their gardens for similar events are strongly encouraged to make contact! 



REMEMBER - LMS ALWAYS WELCOMES NEW FACES !   
 

LMS offers an exciting variety of musical activities designed to complement and enrich the 
string education of our Lochaber youngsters. Our weekly centre, staffed by 12 highly quali-
fied and experienced tutors, takes place on approx. 36 Tuesdays of the academic year - 
from 4.00 pm to 6.30 pm at the Camaghael Hostel, situated opposite the new Health Cen-

tre, adjacent to Lochaber High School. 
 

LMS proudly caters for all abilities and ages , offering weekly solo, ensemble and orchestral experi-
ence, supported by classes in musicianship, theory, aurals, improvisation, singing and traditional music - 
and even hand-bell ringing! There are also opportunities to have lessons on piano, classical guitar and 
clarsach, and in those cases where the instrument is not offered at the pupil’s school, on woodwind too. 

 

       Peter Rose  (Music Director)         01397712882  
       Hilary Earnshaw  (Administration)      01631740322 
       Christopher Josey  (Choral Director)    07793824425 
       Mary Brennan   (Finance)                      01397772950 
 

     For up-to-date information:  www.lochabermusic.co.uk 
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MUSIC SCHOOL FEES: Changes for 2009-2010 (as publicised in June’s newsletter) 

 

Music Centre :       £45 per term (1st child) and £35 per term (2nd/3rd child);  
Choir                      £20 per term  (incl. several Saturday workshops) 
Exploring Music   £20 per term    Fees for all LMS activities will be invoiced in advance.   
Sound Start          £20 per term    Fees for all LMS activities will be invoiced in advance.   
 

We expect to run all these Music Centre activities on approx. 36 weeks of the year. Thus, the 
Tuesday sessions of 2.5 hours  in effect cost a family’s first child only £3.75, and a second 
child £2.90.  We feel this still represents outstanding value - we hope you agree! 
 

30 minute individual lessons continue for the moment to be charged at only £8.00;  parents 
please note that this will probably be restored to the original £11 figure in January as 
Lochaber College’s ’face-to-face’ funding has now , sadly, come to an end.    
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LMS NEWS  The term started with the sad news that MONICA DAS, Lochaber’s string 
tutor, will be leaving us after Christmas. Monica has loved her work in Lochaber and has strongly sup-
ported Music School and all our students. It is purely for domestic reasons that she will taking up a new 
post in England. We wait eagerly to hear of further news regarding her eventual replacement. Mean-
while, Monica will continue to work with our 2 orchestras and Junior Quartet and guide several pupils 
through their exams. We shall be thanking her formally and publically at our Christmas Concert. 
 

More disappointing news was Lochaber College’s decision to end the funding we had enjoyed for the 
year 2008-9. Worth over £8000, this was a major blow to us. However, a change of status of the College 
apparently left them with no alternative. We thank them for the funding we did receive and indeed for 
the opportunities the extra monies allowed us.  
 

Recent good news though has left us feeling considerably happier. Isobel MacKenzie at the High 
School informed Peter that LMS can continue to use the hostel while building goes on apace around it. 
This decision has been much welcomed as we were really struggling to find alternative suitable accom-
modation or sufficient storage room. We thank Isobel for her understanding in this matter and have 
promised her that access to our rear door entry will be via the service road at the back running parallel to 
the all-weather pitches. So parents, please park at the far end of the school car park and use the education 
offices driveway for walking access only. Be assured that whilst this may seem inconvenient, it is in fact 
a small price to pay for our continued use of the hostel!  


